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April 25, 2024
1. Roll Call

a.

The following voting members were present for the meeting: Paul Kihn (chair), Chyanne
Eyde, Daniela Anello, Hilary Darilek, ljeoma Anyanwu, Shannon, Hodge; non-voting
members present were: Christine Grant, Michele Walker-Davis, Megan Dho; Board
Member Emerald Becker from D.C. Public Schools (DCPS) was absent and Cinthia Ruiz
stood in her place.

2. SY24-25 Lottery Results

a.

My School DC staff reviewed results from the 2024-25 school year lottery, which had
released results to the public in March:

i. The My School DC team had successfully released results without any significant
error to 23,312 applicants. The post-lottery had successfully opened without
incident.

ii. 16,816 (72%) applicants matched in the 2024-25 school lottery, a small yet
insignificant decrease from the 2023-24 lottery.

iii. Participating LEAs offered additional seats in the 2024-25 lottery, with 30,458
seats offered to 23,312 applicants.

iv. The number of schools matching 100% of their seats declined for the fifth year
in a row due in part to the increased seats, with only 25% of participating
schools matching 100% of their seats.

Deputy Mayor for Education Kihn asked a clarifying question regarding what the
takeaway should be for the increase in seats offered in the lottery. The My School DC
team clarified that the increase in seats was highlighted to note that fewer schools
would likely meet their initial enroliment targets, leading to additional waitlist offers and
enrollment movement over the summer.

The Board did not take any additional actions during this portion of the meeting.

3. Equitable Access & Ward Parity Results

a.

The My School DC team shared the results of the Equitable Access preference:

i. 85% of all qualifying applicants received a match regardless of their Equitable
Access status, which 622 of the applicants received a match specifically through
the equitable access preference.

ii. The preference potentially provided a 4% (+155) change in matches for
qualifying applicants than if the preference had not been implemented.

b. My School DC then pivoted to sharing the results of their Ward outreach efforts:

C.

i. Ward 8 continued to miss the specified Ward Parity goal, with 23% of all public
school students living in Ward 8, and 19% of all applicants in the lottery living in
Ward 8, a more than 2% gap between applicants and student participation.

ii. My School DC highlighted the expanded use of their Department of Health
Services (DHS) contact list to hypothesize that parity might be closer in the
coming school year.

Board Member Chyanne Eyde asked additional follow-up questions regarding the DHS
contact list to better understand which applicants would be contacted. The My School
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DC team clarified that DHS contacts had been prioritized based on the shared zip code
and grade, with applicants old enough to apply to Pre-Kindergarten-3 and Pre-
Kindergarten-4 living in zip codes in Wards 8, 7, and 5 receiving the first round of
contact.

4. EdJFEST 2024 Planning Updates
a. The My School DC team provided updates on plans for the EJFEST:

i. My School DC would keep the two-event model, with efforts to be undertaken
to improve the spacing and accessibility of the High School event based on
community and staff feedback from 2023’s event.

ii. My School DC shared that the set timing and locale for each event was still
under review and contingent on our ability to secure space at the National
Armory. My School DC confirmed its plans to explore alternative venues as a
back up should we be unable to secure the Armory space and agreed to update
the Board on the event status at the July Board Meeting.

b. Deputy Mayor for Education Kihn noted that the HS event had felt crowded the prior
year and that the long line to enter Eastern had contributed to the issues. The My School
DC team added that the entrance will be moved to the front of the school for the 2024
event, and that additional staff will be put in place to help speed the flow at the
entrance this year.

c. Board Members did not take any additional actions or discussion on this portion of the
meeting.

5. Policy Issue Discussion

a. The My School DC team previewed a potential policy change for the Board’s annual
policy update in July:

i. InEarly Spring an LEA requested to remove a grade it had published would be
available in the lottery and which applicants had already applied to, by not
offering seats in that grade for the coming school year.

ii. Inresponse, My School DC introduced the idea of strengthening our MSDC
policy to better articulate the timelines by which schools have to request those
kind of changes so applicants are not disadvantaged.

b. Board Members expressed general agreement with the goal of the policy change, and
emphasized that they were not comfortable with telling schools that they would not be
authorized to make the grade change at all. Rather they expressed favor with urging
LEAs to make the decision earlier and more in line with other existing LEA reporting
timelines.

c. My School DC agreed to revisit the language and work on aligning the timeline for the
request with the timeline for when changes to school location have to be reported.

d. The Board did not take a specific vote or action on the proposed policy beyond the initial
review.

6. 2023 Boundary & Student Assignment Study
a. The Deputy Mayor for Education’s team provided an update on the Boundary and
Student Assignment Study, which was published in April:
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i. Three specific recommendations were shared that would influence the 2025-26
lottery cycle.
ii. DME Kihn highlighted that these recommendations still required approval by the
Mayor and may be updated based on her review.
b. My School DC previewed its goal of ensuring the recommendations would be
implemented prior to the start of the 2025-26 lottery cycle in the fall.
c. The Board did not take a specific action on the information shared.

7. SY23-24 Audit
a. The My School DC team reviewed the results of the annual enrollment audit:
i. Overall errors that could have caused displacement decreased by 49% (41 total
errors compared to 81 the prior year).
ii. Overall errors decreased by exactly 10 compared to SY22-23.
b. Interim Board Member Cinthia Ruiz credited the work of D.C. Public School’s Enroliment
Team staff in contributing to the decrease in identified audit errors.

8. Dual Language Program Demand at PK

a. Board Member Daniela Anello requested an update to dual language program demand
at pre-kindergarten in the District, which was last updated in the 2018-19 school year.

b. The My School DC team briefly highlighted how to read the updated chart, which
compares the number of applicants submitted into the lottery to each seat offered by
dual language program.

c. Similar to prior years, the data varied across school and program, with Oyster-Adam’s
English program having the highest demand due to limited seat offerings.

d. Board Member Daniela Anello noted she would follow-up with the My School DC team
over email if she had follow-up questions regarding the information shared and thanked
the team for updating the chart.

9. Meeting Adjourned
a. The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
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